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. "Jhat would you consider, my hearers, if 2 marriage was to de
celebrated between two beings not sublect to death? Would you consider
them joined together for a certain number of years, and that then 211
their covenants were to cease for ever, and the marriage contract to
be dissolved? Would i1t look reasonable and consistent? Every hkeart
would say that the work of God is perfect in and of itself, 2nd inase
tmach a; sin had not brought izperfection upon the Elobe, what God
jolned together could not de dissolved, and destroyed and torn asunder
by any power beneath the celestial world, consequently it was eternal;
the sealing of the grcat Johovah upen Adam and Eve was eternal in its
nature. * = * , J, of D. 1:58.

It is well at this point fur us to und\erstand that the evidence ..

Qéoints to the fact that President Brigham Young endorsed these remarks
by Elqder Pratt, which you can readlly see are in conflict with the
rema;k of Elder Hyde relied upon by Elder Roberts for his views. I

.have already guoted from President Brigham Young his views which aceord

vith these remarks by Elder Pratt,

ZYCTERPTS FROM A DISCOTRSE DELIVERED EY ORSON PRATT

3. L. TAETRUACLE. JULY 25, 1852, Nesirnated as
I'uneral Sermon of 2131 Saints and Sinners: ziso,
of the Heavens and the FEarth

" % % % I 4will take a text, which you will find recorded in the
51st chapter of the prophecy cf Isaieh, and the sixth verse—
"'Life up your eyes to the heavrus, and look upon the earth

beneath; for the heavens shall vanish avay like smoke, znd the earth

@
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‘)ﬁhall wax o0ld like g garment, ang they that dwell therein shall gie
.1:: 1ike manner; but CY salvation shz1l be forever, ang my righteous-
ness .shall rot be atolisheq,? - '

' "All Lhirgs with vhich we are 8cqualnted, Pertaining to thig
earth of ours, are subject to change; bot only man, so far aé his
temporal body 1s ¢oncerned, but the beasts of the fleld, the Lowls
Of the 21z, the fishes or the ses, and every 1iving thine vith which
We &re acquainted—sll are Subject to patin ang dis%:resa", and finally
dle and pass away; death seems tp have-universal dominion 4n o

Creation, It certainmly is a cwrlous world; 1t certainly does not
loock 1like a world constructed in such a manner as to rroduee etérnal

happiness; and 1t would vpe very far from the truth, 1 think, far any

b shbw.us that goodnes:, in a great degree, has fled from this crez-
tion. I we partaxe of ths elezents, death is there 1n a1l 1ts {farms
and varieties; ang When we desire to Tejolce, scrrow is there, Dingling
Itselr ip €very cup; and voe, end wretchedness, and misery, seenm to
’¢ our present doom,

There 1is Some thing, hovever, 1n Ran, that 15 constantly‘reaching
orward after happiness, alter lire,”after pleasure, after Something

O satisfy the longing desire that dwells wAthin his bosem, Why 1s

r

that we have fuch a desire? And why 15 4% that 1t 45 not satisfieqa?
Y 1s 1t that this creation is so constructed? And vhy 1s 1t that
:ath reigns universally over all living earthly beings? Did the

eat Author or Creation construet this 11443, €lobe of ours subject
211 these changes, which are calculated to proguce SCrrow and death
=4g the beings that inhanit 1t? Was‘this the origipal condition

bur creation? 1 answer, no; 1t was not _so censtructed. Byt how
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6\‘,35 it made in the beginning? 411 things that vrere made pertaining
to this carth were pronounced 'very zood.' Where there is pain,
where there i3 Sickuess, where there 1s Sorrow, and where thsfe is
death, this 3aying cannot be understood in its literal Sense; things
cannct be very good where something very evil reigns and has upiversalb
doxlnion, _ ‘ e T e

éwe'are, therefore, constrained to belleve, that in the first .-

forzation of our globe,‘as far as the Mosaic history gives us the
information, evérything was porfect in 4ts rcrmaticn; that there was
nothlng in-the air, or in the ¥eters, or in the 5011d elements that
was calculated to produce nisery, wretchedness, unhsppiness, ar gdeath,
in the way that 1t was then erganize=¢&; not but whét the saze elements,-'

organized a 1ittle differently, wonld produce all these effects; but

‘_s it was tren censiructed, we must adois that everv particle of air,

of water, and of e2-th, was so orranized as to be capable of diffusing

life and Inrortality throuch 231l the varied sneciss of aninated existenc

——dodertality reiened in everv depariment of creation; hence it was

pronounced very 'good.!

When the Lord made the fouvls of the air, and the fishes of the

Sed, to people the ataospharic heavens, or the water elements, these
fowls 2nd fichen were so constructed in their nature as to be e=pable

of cternal existence, To imagine anything different from this, wonld

be to suppose the Almizhty to form that which was calculated to Pro=-
duce wretchedness end mlsery. What says the Psalzist David upon this
53535ct? He says that 11 the worls of the Lord shall endure forever.,

*'«’d mot the Lord rave the f1sh? Did He not make the fowls of the

-
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.‘:avens? Yec. Did Ee nct mcke the heasts of the Tield, and tke creep=-
ing things, and the insects? Yes. Do they endure for cver? They
apparently do notj czné yet David says all His wo;ks are construected
vpon thzt principle. Is this a contredicticen? Fo. God hes glven
sczme other particulars 4n relation to these works. He h;s pernitted
the desizoyer to vislt them, who has usurped 2 certain decminien and
authcr;ty, carrying desolaticn'aﬁd ruin on every hand: - the perrections

£ the original organizations have ceased.. But wili.fhe Lord for ever
pernit these destructions to.relgn? no., His pover exrists, and the
pover cf the destroyer exists. His powver ézists, and the power of
death exists; but Els pcver exceeds ell other powers; and consejuently,
wherever a usurver cores in and lays waste any of His works, he will
repair those wastes, tuild up the o0ld rulns, snd make 211 things new:
even tﬁe fish of the see, and the fowls of the heavens, and the beasts
of the'carth, rust ret, in order to carry oul the designs of the
Almigﬁty, be so constructed as to be cepable of eternzsl existence,

"It would be interesting to ¥now something about the situation

of things whon they were first formed, and how this destroyer happened
to make inroads upon this fair creaticn; what the cauvses were, ard
why 1t wes pérmitted.

miar, when he was first vloced upon the earth, was an immortal

beinc., czpeble of eternal endirance; his flesh 2nd bones, as well as

his spirit, :rere immortzl ard eternel in thelr nature: and 1%t was just

so vwith 211 the inferior crestion——the 1licn, the leopard, the kid, and
the -~ow; 1t wzs o with the frathered tribes of creation, as well as

those that swim in the vast ozean of waters; all vere irmortal and

- o gy
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’nel 4n their noture; cnd the earth itself, as a 1ivine beines, was

im—ortal and eternal in its ngture. t;;hat! is the earth alive too?!
If it were no%, how could the words of cur text be fulfilled, vhere

1t speaks of the earth's dying? How crm that dle that bas no 1ife?
'142t up your eyes to the heavens above,! says the Lord, 'and look
upon the earth beneath; the heavens shall vani:ch awa} like smoke, and
‘the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein .
shall Q;é,in like manner. What! the earth =24 the heavens to dile?
Ves, the material heavens and earth must all undergo this change which
we call death; and if so, the earth must be allve as well as we. The

earth was so constructed that 1%t wvas covable of exdsting as a living

bein~ to 211 eternitv, with all the swarms of anima2ls, fowls, and

g‘-' shes that were first nlaced upon the face thereof. BEut how can it
proved that man was an irmortzl being? We will refer you to what
the Apostle Paul has written upon this subject: he says that by one
persor czme death; and he tells us how it came: it was by the trans-
gression of one individual thai desth was introduced hére. But did
trenspression bring in =211 thess disezses end this scrrowv, this misery
and wvretchedness, over the whole face cf this creatien? Is it by the
transgression of cne person-that the very heavens are to vanish avay
2s smoke, and the earth is to wax old like a gnraent? Yes, it is by

the transgression of cnej and 1f it had no: been “or his tronsgression,

the earth never would have been sublect to death. Vhy? Because the

works of the Lord are so constructed ns to exist for every and 1f death

had come in wit'vwt a c=ise, zand destroved the earth, and 1214 waste
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g!!erigz heavens, and produced a gereral and utter overthrow ang
1 this fair creation, then the ¥orks of the Lord would hsve ceased

ndure accordines to the vromise, beilng imperfect 4n thelr cone-

iction. & = =, n
Continuing ard speaking of the fall, Elder Pratt says:
"The Lord had a purpose in view, though Be constructed tiks faip

‘tlon, as we have told you, sobiect to irmmortalitv, and capadble of

1al endurance, end thongh Be had constructed man cameble of llving

gver, yet He had an object in viev in regard to that rman, and the
“lon he inhabited, What wvas the object? And how shall this object
‘couplished? |

"Why, the Lord wanted this intelligent being called z:an, to prove
. inesmuch es he was zn agent, He desired that he should show

lr approved before his Creator, » =

"Adam wes appcinted Lord of this creation: a great governor,

ng the scepntre of bover over the vhole ea.rtb. Yhen the Fovernor,

?rson who was placed to relgn over this fair creationy hag

“Lessed, all dn-his demindons had to feel the effects of 1t,

me as a father or a mother, vho transgresses certaln laws, frequent-:

mseits the effects thereof to the latest generations,"—J, of D,
284, ,
2 EARTH—I7T3 FALL, REDE’.FTION, AND FIRAL DESTINY--

THE ETERNAL ABODE OF THE RIGHTEOUS,.®

A discourse by Professor Orson Pratt -
. earth wvas formed to be inhablited—1t wss disigned to be the

of znimated exdstenge—the dwvelling pla"e of belrzs capable of
1g life ang happiness. i

-
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"At the tinme of 1t: crcation, it was pronounced by its Auther to
‘oe "very good." The term "very good" could have no meaning, unless

spoken vith reference to beings wheo should be cepable of experiencing

- - ay e wn—

soze benefit frem its construction. however, beautifully formed——
howvever grand and magnificent 1its motibns-hcwever sidllfvully its
elexents are corbined, or its parts prbpcrtionéd to each other, yet,
ifr notldésigned to dbe connected with perceptive beings, the earth
could not be.pronounced good.

A passof inenimate elements canno* be organized in any possible
form or proporticn so a2s to benefit or injure itself, end therefcre
cannot be good nor bad with reference to itself. Goodness and its
opposite quality, when applied to uncenscious mattler, glways have
reference to consciouns beings capable of deriving happinmess or nisery

’-om these qualities, This was the meaning of the Creatar when he

ascribed the quality of goodness to the ezrth; 1t contalned every

necessary ing:edient to render happiness to the belngs who were designed

to occupy 1t. _ |
After heving radecvery necessary preparatlon, countiess syocles

of living, moving belngs came from the spirit world to inhabit earth-

ly bodies, and take up their zbtode upon this magnificient creation.

Among the rest, man—-the offspring of deilty—1left his ancient hcme—

his brother znd sister spirits, and came to a2 wrrld most beantifully -

edapted to his fu.urec wants. FEgre he entered e tabernacle of flesh

2nd bones, and rercelved dominion and nuthority over 211 the lower

orders of exsircnce.

’ Fere irmortalitw reirmed, =nd derth had no dcminion. The elements

b |

\Are 3p viselv orr

~

inped and propeorticned, that life was gerived from

211 thinrs crdaired fcor the use of man or beast. fnwl_q; £4sh. The
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e:zd the air. Lire pDervaded everv yYezetarle and frndt no+ forbidden
to man. Life reirned triveohantly throughont this yast creation,

Death was unknown; 1t hed not heen seen, heard of, nor experienced
in all the rarled ranks of earthiy beines,

Bere, then was a creaticna "very good,® inhabited by beings
c2vable of eternsl exictence, both bodvy and cpirdt., Here wms a

Freserve upchenced that irsortality with which thev were endowed,

flere, then, was a creation worth possessing as an eternal abdode,

Such was the inheritance given to Ban, with 1ts vast treasures
and sumptuocus lwnries—such was the gift of hesven under certain
restrictions, These Testrictions were not complied Withe—man fell—

great change ceme over the falr face of creation-—the earth was

£Sed--sickness, pain and misery ensurede—irmortnlity Yielded ¢p

ortalitv—death reirned trixmohantle throughort the anisal Hnpdeme

the everlasting inheritance on the pewlv-formeq earth was ferfettedem

2ll seemed to be lost—~fcrever lest! While g11 creation grozned in
Ltier desvair ang death, 2 voice was heard; net z wvoice of vrath end
lndignaticn, but 2 voice of berer and compasz cpe-the volce of the
Creater, Proclaiming himself the Fedeemer; love flowed through every
sentence——man listened with ragerness—the door of hope i=s openedge—
lespalr flegd evay—all things again assumed & ney aspect, The garth,

hough cursed, was to be redeened——the hodr, thouxg;corruutible, was

rain to put on inccrruption—fgll thines lost by the first transcression

Te Lo be restored agadn In their frimitive excellence eng beauty,

. :
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.hcugh this great redemption was to be unlversal, yet the change was
to be gradual or progressive, not. immediate; the effects of the fall
were to continue for o season, unti] all the inhabltants of the spirit
world, designed for t!ds crecation, should learn by bitter experience,
the unhappy consequence of sin. THence, the while world st111 groans
under tpe 2ad effects of the original transg;essinn. So:rcg, Zourne
ing, end death still prevail—the oged, middle-aged and infant still
Teel the fcrce of these evils—:zll are zade pa~takers in & greater or
less degrees of fhe wretchedness and misery of the fall--none escape—
none czn proclzim themselves ir—ortal, or free from these direful
effects,

The universal redeoption of the posterity of Adam frem the a3l

‘"in be fully accozprlished efter the earth has been f11led with its
ce

-

asure of inhabitants, and 211 pen have been redeemed from the grave

to ir—ortality, and the earth 1tself has been chansed and nade entirely

new.
But a universal redezpticn frea the effects of originzl sin has

nothinz to do with redeaptlion Irem our personal sinsy for the origisal

sin o Adzm, and the perscn2l sins of his chiléren, are two different

thinzs. The first was cc—ittn~3d bty man 4in his irmortel state; the

secc=d was commitied br man in 2 mortz2l stazte; the former was committed

in 2 state of ignorance of good or evil; the lotter was cormitted by
men, having a k:oﬁledge of both pood and evil., As the sins zre differ=-
enf, and coraitied entirely under different clrcuzstances, so the
penalties are differer* 2lso. The penally of the first transgression

W-s :n ciernel separation ¢f bely and spirit, and eternal banishrent
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'I;>frcm the presenﬁe of Jehovak; wnile the penalty of cur own trarsgres-
sions does not involve a disunicn of body and spirit, but enly
etcrnal benisitment. The first penalfy not only shut man cut from
the presence of God, but deprived him eternally of a body. The second
renalty pe~mits him to retain his bedy, thnugh in a banished condie
tion. - As the pensaltlies ars dirf: Terent, so also is the redemption.
Redemption ircm the first pensltly is unconditional on the part of the
zan; redemption from the second penal ty 1s conditional, Unconditiope
al redecption is universalj; it takes within its Scope all rankindj; 1t
is as unlimited 2s the fall; it redeems men from all its effects; 1t
Testores to them their bodles; it resteres to them the presence of God,

Trhe chiléren of Ada= hagd no agency in the transgressiom of ¢ their

‘).r*-t parents, and therefore, they sre not required to exercise eny

e2gency in their redemption frem its Penelty, They are redeemed from
it without faith, Tepentiance, dartisn, or eny other act, either p?
the mind or bedy,

c«.«nsitional redeaptlon 4s also universal in its natmre: it 1s
offered to =211, but not recelved by 2ll3 it is a2 universal gife,
thovgh net wmiversally accepted; its benefits can be obiained only
through faith, repentance, baptlsm, the laying on of the hands, and
obedience to all otheér reguirements of the Gespel.

Unconditicna‘ redenptlon 1s a gift forced upon mankind, which
they annot reject, though they were disposed. Hot so with conditirnal
redcaptlon; 4t can be received or rejected eccording to the will

of the creatunre.
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