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President Rudger Clawson :

and members of the Council of Twelve,
47 East South Temple Street, .
galg Iike City, Utah, .

Dear Brethren:

A letter enclosing Brother Talmege's sermon The Ecrth and
Man, and regquesting me to‘comment on the aldress for your next guarie:
1y meoting, followed me to London waere I am for the moment enzzged
in e variely of duties. In obedience to this request, I am sesding

on the following hurried notes..

: I have rezad Brother Talmege's address twice 2nd with care.
The subjects therein treated, delicately yet forcefully, are of kig
izporience to our youth who in the midst of modern-day Jmowledge are .
seeking Yo anchor their faith. And, I suspect that many of the older
Dbeople are "ai sea” on the same subjects. I am pleased, indeed, thei
the aldress.wes Gelivered pubdblicly end hope that it may £oon be »pub-
lished. It will guide, 8150, our missionaries, who, Without £ pub-
lisned pronunciamento, fall {nto mazny errors in their private &is-
cussions, and often are placed at a disedventage, especielly in sirect
meetings where open comment is allowed, and where the heckler is ever

present.

It is exceedingly aifficult to present such a subject in a
Sscrmon, where the limitations of time make full declerations and ex-
bplanzi{ions of meaning impossidble, However&_ﬁgqjhg;;ma1mggq_has so .
well confcnsed his stotements in this address, that those who disagree
with him, will Tind it difficuli t0 miscuote or misinterpret him,

' The theses which he defenis represent Gospel truths_es T
undersvent the Gespele I shall not suggest any chansges in the $ext.
Were Brothcr Talmage to enlarge tae address, I would suggest cersain

acplifications, and the inclusion of more quoiations from very recent
writers'(to meect pozsidle objections), but the theses themselves I
would recommend to de left unchanged.

I am especizlly plezced that sttention is ocllel to Lhe Tact,
that our

afmitted by all profound workers in religion or science,

Inowledze is sccure only to a certain point. The unlmown is vest,
and will require cternity for its exploration.

I ao oqually heppy thet the 2ddress calls atierntion to the
nature of 2 scientific inference. The confusion of facts and in-

[

ferences lics et the boiiom of many of the &ifferenmces enong mankind,
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mre, tac writien or spoken word always sugsests idecs, anl regquires

# some inferences; bui such inferences should not be set up as final
// truth. We speak guardedly, 28 we should, of a scientific theory;
but a thecry 4in relipgion has no claim for greater respect than a

taucory in science. <The fact of the meticr is that durins my life
in the Caurc have heari as wmany Pticories concerning relizious
masters, ©s I nove heard in my proressiopal life concercing scientific
matiers., A theory is & theory, whetier in science or religicn, and
should mo%t overawe us. Waenever I have kept that simple rule in

minf, I hove never found & conflict between science and religion.

Bntl it is granted tnat such an attitude places many current ideas

in tue group of unknowns. - ' )

Perneps, my personal views in this imporiant fielé, may
in purt be expressed by my Yeaction to three guestions askel in a
letter reccivel almost coimcidently with the rcccipt _of Brofner Tal-
mage's sermon. The wiriter, & recently released missionery, is a
tcorouzh letter-day saint, son of 2 well-known, devoted latter-Cay
saint fenily. Ee is now studying in a European university. XEis
nizsionary carcer was such as to entitle him ‘to 2 super-honorabdle
relezse, were such & thing possidle. He asks three questions
waich cmong others hove been asked me at least one hunéred times
while I heve scrved in the Zuropean missions, end hunfreds of times
before, and which are enswered in the Talmage address. ‘

4{? l. Did the creation Qf-thé earth occupy more. than six days?

2. ﬁas man the last of God's creations to come upon tne
earth? - .

3. How 444 man come upon the earth?

He guoies from our sacred scriptures to explain the cause
of his confusion, and reguests & reconciliation bectween scriptural
statcments ené scientific findings. He also points_out &_leck of -
egrecement among several scripture texts, perteining to these subjeots,

T™his brother, 2s many others, has fellen into_the error of
recding isolates texts insteald of the full meaning of the mescages
of inspire: men, and of accepdiing such.texts without going back
to their origingl mezning. Christendom hos split time and egcin
over texts. It is & truism to sey that anything may be proved by
the Bible--that is by the use of texts. The TLord ins)ires men with
truth; They express the divine mecssege as best they oen. Prophets
ere instruments. Just as Brother Talmage has sought to sct forth e
few divino truths in & short sermon, so the prophets have ever
attcopted to express to the world tho itruths revealeil to them. The
Eooiz of Mormon 1s a true record, translated by fthe gilt 228 power of
Cod, yet 1n it Nephi, Lehi, Adme, Moroni end the otners speak with
ausen imperfections in form ané style. Moroni's plea for merciful
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eriticism is one of the g aat I Seges in the
world's litorature, Tae scriptures bear only one messese when rcad
Properly, A'whole false theology might be duilt upon Brothcor
Telmage's statement Oon page 8 that ®ihe body 15 no more trady the

man himsclf then is the coat the boiy", But, the context ant later

bassages make the neaning fully Plain.end reasonable, The concern
of the seri tures is to teach principles of faith emd conduct. Dee-
tails ofizot are used to promote righteousness gnga auman pyiness,
ot to furnish int fornation waiel lmn_shmurug_ouuqz-_himselr.

¥Was the carth made_in.maxe_than_siz__agys? The controversy
nas rzged about the word "day" used in varying senses in she 8crip-

tures.. When the cay of tweniy four hours seemeg insuffi‘cient; the
Cay of & thousznd yezrs was -hit upon with ecually dismal results,
If oy correspondent had regg the £ifth chapter of the Book of

with God, ani tine

Abraham, and Alma‘sg Statecent that "e1j is one &ay
unto men™, he Right have realizeg that the creative

only is measuredg
"days" were creative periods.
Wes man the last of God's creations %o come upon the earth?

My corresponient quotes the Book of Hoses, 3:7, as tne disturbing

text. A foi1 reading of chaptors 2 ané 3 would show that 6hanter 3

Geals wiih the spiritual creation_gg_ggg, and. that verse 7, Vhen

the 2iveni of man is recounted, "a living.soul, the fir=% flesh upon

.tne earth, the firss man also"--terns in epposition -=aerely declares,
Qiﬁthough Witk tremendous meaning, that Adam was the first of the e~ N7

existent children of the Lord to take upon himself an ezrth-body. :L '

How 418 men come uponm the sarth? The young missionary heg
not learned the aifference betwecen an infercnce ané a fact, and '
that the coming of mon under the law of evolution has not risen,
even in the minds of its most earnest, really scientific, advocztes,
2bove ithe position ol an inference, sudbject to replacement as never
knowled e comes. He quotes Lehils words that were 1% not for the
transgression of Adem fall things which were oereated must have po- -~
mzined in the sane state dn which they were aficr they vere created;
anl they mus:t have renzined forever, and had no end," and asks how
that may be sguoreq with man's Jnowledge of fossil remains. Yet, the
brother, 4f he hed real the whole chapter would have Tound there a
Splendid and luminous statoment of the fact thet Adam's Progress on
earth and aereafter, and thas ol his children, in accordance wiih o
greet plon, demanded thet he use kis vwill in choosing his course ol
gction, and that in ihe transgression in Eden he chose to taste the
bitter, that he might know the grecter good, If idanp b2d not dome
tuis, the plon would have failed, all trhings "must have renmzinegd for-
eéver, and bhod no end.™ fThat is, the plan of brogress for all Shinss
woulld heve been Cefeated, And, it may_be surceste 2% 4 ENSe
grescion of ACon provably began in tae eternities when he accepted
the carthly comnicsion, the consunmation of waich occurred in Eien,
Wita resheet to the guesiion ol man'sg orizin, my correspondent is al-
50 ircublel by the finds o vhet appears to de prehistoric nmen or
pan-like beings., I &nswered by =aggesting, a8 has Brother Talmage,
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that we are descenfed from 8 pan, -Adam, an historic erscnaéc. Ve
2o nos ixow all that has_happencd npon the earth, dnring its long
exisitcnce; the Tord hes not revealel 217 of his works to us, as yet

So run &y shoughis in this Tondon hotel room. 3Brothcr Tal-
moze hes bouched, intelligenily and.courzgeously, uszozn subjeets
which, really, are aidating the minds _of voung and 0l&, mzay of
whon Garg not speak out for 2 ~osbra 2o We are bound $c L7

alividdal views, but they shoulé noi be pressed es certeintics.
¥couhile, the subjects dealt with in the sermon in gunestion seerm %
me Lo be beyoni the field of inference; the word of revelation, ful.
read, is clear concerning these guestions, .

T haé no ider thot I would write so long a letter., Perkeps
I hove peen led alonz uncoumscicusly by thke momory of $he @iscussio:
conciraine similer mediors which ceenrred while I was hone loss sor:
whea one 6F our council maGe clear anG convincing ergumend regardin,
the pre-idcmite Lheory.. Let bim woo may read this-enistle %o you,
leave ous most of it at his discretion. I trust, howvever, tnct I
tave moae my thinking clezr. If wrong, I am always ready $o be cor-
rected withous burt feelings. .0 ome thing I em ceriein, thzt over
here,_texis Go pot bring menmy iavo tae Caurch, bui hunGreds esre com:
ing iz amauclly, when they catch the greet vision and full meanizg
o the Bospel of Jesus Christ. Mg oi adothcf thing I fecl as cexr-
toin, that our young people must be helpel in their search for trusi

e

by clear, clarilying statemcnis concerning the conceptions tazt
trouble them most in.this new day. ) .

A1l is well with us here.

May the Lord dless you amd yours. Iwish I could Bit in
with you &t your mecting. _ _ : -

\Sincerel,v and effectionztely your brother, -

John 4. Vidtsoe.



