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Presidant David 0. McKay , - of Josin Cheist of L:"f.‘bn":f*s'*f‘::!. The Church
Building FUay Sein )

Dear President McKay:

This is my report on MORMON DCCTRINE, by Bruce R. McConkie,
which on January 5, you asked ma2 to read.:

The book is a 776 page work which, in the words of the author, °
purports to be, "the first major attempt to digest, explain, and
analyze 2ll of the important doctrines of the kirgdom . . . . the
first extensive compendivm of thz whole gospel--the first atterpt to
publich an encyclopedic ccmmentazy covering the whole field of
revealed religion." : '

"For the work 1tezlf," the author assimes the "sole and fuil
responsibility." (Exhibit I) (The exhidbits cited in this report
consist of printed pazes from the bcox, The statemznis in point are
uaderscorad in rad.) '

Preparation of the volume has entailed much study and reseaxch.
Its favqrable reception evidences a felt need -for such a treatise.

The author i3 an able and thorough student of the gospel, In-_.
many respecta he has produced a remarkable book., Properly used, it
quickly irtroduces the student to the authorities cn wost any gospel
subject, ) .

As to thz book itself, notwithstanding its many comrzndable and
valuable features and the author's essumption cf "sole and full
raapenaibility” for it, 1ts nature and scone and the authoritative
tona of tha style in wnich it 1s wzittap pose the queation as to the
nzodziery of ths author’s attempting suzh a project without assignsent

‘and guparvision frem him whose right and responsil

Q
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Lilicy it7IV to
gp2ak TOL tie Chusch on 'rormoolwcrrifia,” "fidd "the work been
TMettoritetively superviccd, rome of the follsulng nmatters might have

Bboen emitted cod the treatment of othors wodiiied, B C e
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Copies may bLe made enly by permission of .
the Church Arihivich, Literery property rights are

‘Px_’c S'idgl'l: M Kﬂy toserved by the Historicel l‘cynrlm"ul‘ﬂw Church - JQ!IU'J Ly 28 ’ 1959

of Josus Christ of LatterDoy Seintn

A. References to churches and other groups who do not
accept '"Mormon Doctrine", .

1.

"Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints," who sometimcs refer to themselves as
"Josephites'. (Exhibit II-1, pages 50, 141, 362)

"Christian Churches" generally. (Exhlblt 11-2,
pages 139, 455)

"Catholic Church". (Exhlblt I1- 3 pages 13, 66,
- 69, 129, 130, 216, 241, 242, 314-15 342, 346

350 422 499, Jll 697)

Comaunists and Catholxcs. (Exhxblt II 4, pages 26~ 7,

- 131)

.5.

Evolution and Zvolutionists, (Exhibit II-5, pages 37,
77, 136, 180, 228, 238, 659) )

B. Declaration as to "Mormon Doctrine" on controversial

issues. .
- 1. ‘'"Pre-Adamites". (Exhibit 1II-1, pages 17, 262)
.. 2. Status of Animals and Plants in the Garden of
L Eden. (Exhibit III-2, pages 36, 234-35)
: N .
' 3. .Meaning of the various accotits of Creation.
- (Exhibit III-3, pages 157-8, 167-8) _ . -
‘4, .Dispensation of Abraham. (Ext'bit I1I-4, page 203)
5. Moses a traanatcd Leing. (Exhibit III- 5, éhge§ 206,
- 445, 466, 727-8) '
6. Orlgxn of Individuality. (Exhibit I1I-6, page 404)
7. ‘Defiling the priesthood. (Exhibit III-7, page 437)
8.

Manner in which Jesus was Bcbo*ten. (Exhibit 111-8, page
494) ) )

Written sermons. (Exhibit 1I1-9, pazes 634-5, 716)

Resurrection of stillborn children, (fxhioit 111-10,
page 694)



\\'

'C.'AMiocellnneous Intcrptctati&na. (Exhibit IV)

'.Limitétions on Deity, page 154

‘page 337 '

.. ¥Yresident McKay | -3- - January 28, 1952

-

Frequency of Administrations, phge 22

Baptisam iﬁ the "molten sea," page 98

Copiss may bs mad
. the va'r:h Ay ¢ made only by peos
II Peter 1:19, page 102 L et

rehivist, Literary Property ;
o Historical Dopadmen'; Th
l of Josus Christ of Letler-Day Sainh,
Paul marxied, page 112 ° |

Status of those "with Christ ip His Resurrection', page 128-

Consecration of oil, page 147

‘Councils and schools emoag the Gods, page 151

Sunday not a proper day for family reunions, page 254

‘Geological changes at time of the deluge, page 268 . :

The Holy'Ghosﬁ 2 spirit man, page 329

Facing east'in>temp1es when giving the Hosanna Shout,
j : ’ '
Details on family prayer and asking the blessing on
food, page 526 : -

Women to be gods, page 551 ‘

e

- Interpretation of the Doctriné and Covenants 93:1, page 581

- Interpretatioﬁ-of "Evéry épirit of man was innocent in
the beginning,' page 606 . .

Status of little children in'the'ccleshial.kingdem, pagé 607 -

Resumption of schools of the prophets, page 613

Time of beginning of seasons, page 616

Interpretation of III Nephi 12:20, page 618
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Y Permivion of
the Church Archiviny, t: lorary proporty rights u.o

. _ teserved by the Historical Deps men

e ‘ tf Joros it of 'L-u«’ &: s':m..’ e Choreh :

' D. Repeated use of the word "apootat~" and related terws in
a way wvhich to many scems discourteous and to others
glves offense. (Exhibit V, pages 123, 125, 160, 169, 212,
223, 383, 528, 538, 546, 548 596) -

Faithfully and Respectfully submitted,

S—— .,

-

Marion G. Romngy

. "As per my 1etter to you of January 9, I have promised to
contact Marvin Wallin, manager of Bookcraf* Company, by the 9th
of February about the 4,000 volume edition of MCRMNON DuCTRIV
which he is holding. :

i

I shall therefore seak to con;act you about the matter near
- tha end of next week

]

- Sincerely,

{ ' o —

M. G. R,

Note:'Originai letter and copy of manuscript
' in First Presidency's Office. :



t - -
. - ‘e veaneom. n-’-
._h A T Wl JSR

“hnmq [.' Mg the Church Archivith, Literary praperdy righis o

500 R e teterved by the Histarical Dopariraent, The Chur:
.‘o R o ' z 30 a.m. . . of Jowns ct::._cv of L.lm Day S.miu

100 § —1 I Arnvcd at the ofhc -~ took care of corrcspondcncc unhl 7 '15 a.m,
a0 V1T T 345 to 8:30 a.m. - ‘Dicta.tion and inst_ructioqs toClare = T
T g0am. ) e T T
00 Bt _l__|.. Setapart Drother Clifford O. Gledhill as President of the Great.

[

Liakes Mission. P‘r_es_._Moyle__,se't_apar_t._Sister Gledhill, .. __

e e m e e e - S— - —————— o 4t e S

9t01015am. : : : .t
__The First Presxdend.y held t.heir rewular daily meetmg*
A Iew of the matters considered:. _ _ - .

:00 il (1) New Counselors for the Los Angelea Temple Pres1dent e T
A Ietter from President Benjamin L, Bowring of the Los Angeles
n Templ-~ reported that Morgan H. White has been released as 2nd___

:15 B counsciox of the Lios Angeles Temple Presidency, and asked that
a letter of release be sent to him by the First Presidency, _
Brother Bowrmg recommended that Elder H. Hardld Jackson be >

230 approved to serve a5 lst counselor and Eilder Leonard A. Anderson,— T
] |~ the present recorder, to serve as 2nd counselor ard Recorder, -
These recommendatmns were approved, and it was agreed_ that
45 h | | . | President Bowring be asked to_express apprematmn of the First__
- i Pre51dency to Brother White,

:30

' It was decided that I should set aoart the new munselors when L
{00 i_” ] I am in California. | : .. .. . fo A g

' ST S S S U LS

. (2) -Reorganization of Arizona Temple Presidency

SIS R v It was decided that the Arizona Tembple Presidency | be reoraamzed “
i . Former pres1dent JI R. Price of the Central Atlantic States Mission,
) a former bishop, was considered tc succeed President Pierce, ) e
1:30 Il _and his being called was viewed wit favor after-a -review of his career S
N in Church positions. e
. een 2o o .. [P, ot .
1:45 . (3) Junior Colieges - :md Salt Lake (,1ty s Jnter.e:‘s-t. to Re_Purchase

" Forest Dale Golf Caurse. _
By telephone, Henry Srith of the Déseref Ncws -asked {or instructions

200 | N " in. the matter of a newspaper- report.of the-interest of the Salt Lake City
ooy Commiszion in the rc purchase of the Forest Dale Golf Course. After
TF 7T 717 consideration, it was agreed that it will be better if nothing is said
215 T | aboutithe matter. in the newspapers, It was explained that the Mavor
" ™1 '|" had been informed that nothing has been done about building a Junior
~gu A College on the. prope’rty. No decision about the building will be made

until the Church gains possession of the property in l‘)(,-l .
1 stated that the whok question of Junior Colleges; institutes,
and sewninarics ja b:-forr the ¥irst Presidency. The xup id exp ans ion
l | 1 of the Brighzm YOLulL University and the matter of p.c.'\l"v'
additional Junior Colleges in several places and giving training in basic
{over)

: R 5t
. - Y1 VIR
R R ISR SRS .
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THURSDAY, January 7, 1960  Copler myy, g, mede anly }
> nly
'v:‘-':r; ;h Archivist, Liters o r'e!":;m. u;cm of
*C By the Hirtsr el Oc,. \vh\:r‘ ;h'o"c’; .::
ur

LY
courses in cducation rather than in the "{ringe" subjccts . (
were mentioned as \Yarrantmg a full review of the gcncra.l

. subjcct with Prcsxdcnt Wilkinson.

(4) Los Angeles Tcmple Burcau of Information and Statue of
Joseph Smith.
A letter from Pre:ndcnt John M. Russon relatmg to the appoint-

_ment of a director to the Bureau of In.formatxon for the Los
. Angeles Temple was presented,

. I stated that the suggestion had been made that a statue of the

) Prophet Joseph Smith of heroic size be arected on the grounds

.

of the Los Angeles Temple and that statements from certain of
_the remarkable revelatmns of the Prophet appear at the base of

_ “the ‘monument. Aiter discussion it was decided that I should

1nv1te Avard Fa.lrbanks and Ortho Fa.lrban.ks to subx:m.t models 6£

_What they might Progbose such a statue shouldbe. 7 7 T
(Sep telephone calls to these_ men. January 14

. 1960)

Y ——— e s+ o e e ot st 0 | e ¢

M L.

. . .. ce-w
- - .. -

1615 to 12:45 p.m. | Re The book "Mormon Doctrine®
The First Presidenc y,met mm_Elde,rs__Ma;k E. Petersen and

-.Marion G. Romney .| .They submitted their report upon their .
- examination of the book "Mormon Doctrme" by Elder Bruce . .- _° (

. of the 776 pages_of the book. __He a"30 said that he thought the ..
I brethren should be Under the rule ti t no book should be published

McConkie. . . .
These, brethren reported that the.manuscrxpt of the book "Morrnon
Doctrine' had not been read by the reading committee; that Presadent
Joseph Fielding Sm1th did not know anything about it until it was
published. Elder Petcrsen stated that the extent of the corrections
which he had marked in his copy of the book (1067) affected most .

- vrthout a specific approval of the First Presidency. . — .

('/wvmamwn-—MAd-"“ ‘\'[l(l‘/w"‘d (e i les\<yw‘f4 L) filso et (\\Ir-—-,-'\" ’flo)

1 stated that the decision of the Fir 't Presidency and the Commxtte»
should be announced: to the Twelve., :
"It was agreed that the necessary corrections are 50 numerous
that to republish a corrected edition of the book would be such an ex-
tensive rcpudiation of the original as to destroy the: credit of the
author; that the repubhcauon of the book should be forbidden and
that the book should be repudiated in such a way as to save the career )
of the author as one!of the General Authorities of the Church. It
was also agreed that this decision should be announced to the Councxl
of the Twelve beforc I talk to the author.

Elder Petersen will prepare an cditorial for publication in the
. Improvement Fra, Jlnlinp_ the principle of approval of books on
Church doctrine. A’ rouph draft wiil he m}umlu d to us for approval.

—~

1:30 p.m. Gave Roscoe Grover pe rmnqu to view portraits
of G\_nc al Authoriliés v the 5alt Lake Temple.,

~

Tm v L Vaft far liaraa oo Nid nat return to the office.
F/ ™ £



HOUR

7'00

800

:30

Do Tel.

) 615;:m__-Arnved at the office -- took care of the x;éadxng of

Frtdfllq .\onM €190
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5 Names of Persons and Orgenirations ‘ . Cepv mp_ 7Y n.J- erly by perminion of

 the Chureh Archiviut, Litaesry projerty righhs are
.. . ) - seterved by the His'urical Copartment, The Chusxh
"4 a.m. Arose .ol Jowa Chiat of L.tz..-.b., Stint.

letters , signing of others until 7:45 a.m.

9:00

. Dictation and instructions to Clare

et we s e am—— -

7:45t0 8:30 a.m. -

8:30

— e P e e o ————— i  ———- e —— —— . h

8:30 a.m. O U

..Mission,,

10:00

. e

1 set. apart-:T.c;hri Heﬁry Voelker as President of the Netherlands

9“.8. m. U [

s e amae . ot ————

Elder Ray ] E Dlll._man, recently released Presxdent of the Ha.wauan

10:15

Temple, and Brot.her and Sister Henry RoLa.nd Tletjen calledon _ ©

the First . Pre sudem:.y Y

We discussed with them the rela.ndnéhlp of the Presxdent of the

10:30

Hawax_m:n Tempie to the ‘Bureau of In_formatmn. and decxdgd that
‘Brother TletJen “would succeed Brother Dlllman as Presxdent e

of the Temple incharge, also, of the old dorrmtory house where

10:45

11:00

. Temple workers find lodgings, and for the time being will also have

charge of the Bureau of Information, but only temporarily until we

11:15

reorganize the Bureau of Information

945am —n

. The Pres:.dlnﬂ Blshopnc held theu‘ regula: meetma w1th the S

. First Presidency. .} —._ ... ..

11:30

. and brought a special message from the Vice President of India --.

10 30 to 1l:40 a. m. - e i et S e e L
.Dr. A. Ray Olpin, Pre sxdent of the Umversxty of Utah came in, ... ..

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, New Delhi, India, who visited r.e on March _

11:45

12:00

12:15

.30, 1958.

T TR
. .

' . [
t

TS T
. .
' .
.
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.On a trip to New D ﬂu Dr. Olpin visited thh the Vice Presxdent. e e
_"at' which time Dr. Radhakrishnan mentioned his trip to Utah and
his visit and corsultation with me aboul missionary work in India.
He wanted to know if a Branch of the Church had been established
in India. I told Dr. Olpin that I would write a letter to Dr. Rad- _
hakrishnan and than} him for his greetings and interest in our

missionary work.

”ll:SS to 12:15 pm- '
The First Prc:;idcncy held 2 meeting.,  We decided that Bruce R.
McCoulzic:'s book, "L tormon Doctrine” recently publishied by Dookcraft

Company, must not_ ho 14.-_;_mbh.slu d, as it is full of errors and
misstatements, and'}t iz mo.lg__ggfnxlunatg that it has received such
wxdc cir c-tlatlon Tt is reported to us that Brother McConkie lmc nade

corrections in hia boo‘:, and I8 now preparing another editicn. We

banntinind\ l o

L= ff\1



FRIDAY, January 8, 1960 -

continucd (2) -~

UR I ;g g 3 Nemes of Porsens gud Qrgunliations . ’ fhe cc.':l".d! :'r:'.::'“::. only L? Fermlyion
N . covem e m e es . ) . s “Pererved by the Hats, 'mo.:' Progorty tighty ary
10 e e e . * Chriet of l.n. portment, Th, Church
° decided this morning that we do not wxnt hlm to publish \nodu."s"""
00 [ D cdltion - . . - e - . - - —
o 1. We decided, also, |to ‘have no more books published by General
30 : Authoritics ‘without thcxr first having the consent of the First
R 1.1 1 Presidency. (see Jai\nunry 7, 1960)- ("4‘0 At favee 27, ’75.”) “ “ A
N We also discussed the matter of choosing new Directors
0 I _.gor the Zion's First Natlonal Bank. Elders Harold B. Lee and ) ___ -
1. | _j__|J._Delbert L. Stapley Were suggested as new directors and approved e
.. Brother Lou1s T. Eilsworth presudent of the Surety Life Insurance. .
10 __was suggested He has a small deposit now thh the bank ) S
_____ sugpested that they hold this sugcestmn up 1 for furthar investwation. S
0 1 . o N
‘ Eollomqg .f:_hghibc_a_ve meetmg, I received calls from Elder 2 Alvm - T
R. Dyer, newly appointed President of the European Mission,
54 1 " who came in to say goodbye, - He is leaving tomorrow mormng,'-—“‘_ T
and from my 51ster (Ehzabeth) and her husband Dr. George R. 77
Hill™ They came in-: just to say hello. TR T T T T
- L A, e — S
—f—}— | Note: Sent a telegram to Brother J. Karl Wood, Logan, Utah, _ ..___.__.
15 ~|--}j- formerly superwsorI of Church seminaries, expressma sympathy . _
. . at the passing of his; wife. e R
i
oo L__ - 12:45 p.m. | e e
—ddd g Leftfor home ..l e e e e
15 . 3 p 2 « VNSO B O U U
At the, 1nv1tat10n of Elder Spenccr w K1mball met w1th the comnse- _ ____
- _,_lors in the First Presidency, and ot..er General Authorities in the ™ . _
30 t._1.. film room in the bajement of the Church Offices, and vieweda -~ ___ __
| _ film on the Indians showing our work vith them in puttiny. them into i
s 0ot f-- _.foster homes, étc. | It was very, mterestmg e T e
5A430t05pm. ) ‘ S o
"—0 1 . Read and signed letters ' ..
b)) B0 pim. - Left for home S
15 ¢ . B
i .
B Tclephone Call Re: Tabernacle Choir '
Lok Brother J. Willard Marriott called by tx.lcphonc {rom Florida
2 ! 1 regarding the Fabeen: rcle Choir's p'\rtu ipniine in > dinacr _
. i L for Preside nt"l')\_-;lrr.:;~ D. Eisenhower - a R[F\ib“t 1 fu"i.”;.:‘.:.-ﬁr
" ' dinner -- sce notes kollo\wup (Sce alsa opics of letters
4 f: . regar dmb this- funchon ) ’
L]




WEDNESDAY, January 27, 1960 - 0 .

B R B PN R on
HOUR F ;‘:‘ z\: g“ Namee of Persons and Organizations ) »ﬂ,(vc(;:u:hTL&:\!:‘::;::.:,-‘,;A:?Q:;-, '
JAL N e i e e e : . Ve tetorved by the Hlittarical Dujirtmend, T
....-;-'-o—‘; 1 . . . . of Josus Christ of Latter-Day Sainls.
o . |_ 7 a.m. - Arrived at the office . T '
£:00 L e e v
{17 .7 210 to 8:30 a. m. - chtatxon to my sccretary Clare e
8: . . mame o te et te m o sem o e e | ae e e e .. . ¢ e s an e - e e
. 1 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. = _|. — —— e & e
- Brother Thomas Stuart Eerguson of Lhe Ncw World Archaeologxcal Socxcty
8:00 | who lives in Oakland, .'Ca.hforma (Tele. Higatte 4-878) called by appointmse
_ at his_request on_the First Presidency.  He is véry,_entliusiastic regarding
- the_accomplishments of his organization._ It would seem from_what he say
. 9:30 that they have done a good work... The Church has contributed 2 consideral
amount._jn_support of work_that his_organization has been doing. in Central
| America, We referred him to President Ernest L. _Wilkinson of the ___ ...
10:00 Brigham Young University,_to whom this_matter of archaeological work hi
been asgsigned.
. ° 2 .
10:15 9:30 to 1l a. m. - The regular meeting of the First Presidency continued. .
11 2. m. Beneficial Life Insurance Company Director's meeting was held.
10:30 ' o
11:40 a. m, )
. Virgil Smith of the Beneficial Life Insurance came into my private offxce..
"10:45 for_a short.conference. . e e e
Lt fN:50a.m. . . e el
1:00 y | | ! Superintendent George R. Hill called at the office regarding new merber:
for_the Sunday School General Board. I.told him that the names had alres
been approved by the T‘irst Presidency. S P
11:15 5 I e e
11:55 to 12:30 p.m, - Read. and signed mail ~
1:30 | 3:00 P. M. _Conference \vxth Pres. J’oseph Fielding Smith™. . __
‘ - re: Bruce R. McConkie's book, ,“Mormon Doctrine
1145 _1_1__ll At the request of the First Prcsxdency. I called President Joseph Fxcldm'
Smith, and told him that we are a unit in disapproving of Brother Bruce R
—- _-4 hicCoﬂ(xé-s—'book ”Morrﬁoxi Docl_rmc”, as an authoritative exposxuon of th
12:00 | principles of the gospel
- I then said: "Now, Brother Smxth he is a General Authorxty, und we do
''''''' “I'not want to give him al public rebuke that would be embarrassing to him a
12:15 |~ 1 B lessen his influence thh the mmembers of the Church, so we shall speak t
17T b the Twelve at our meetmg in the Temple tomorrow, and tcll them that
I Brother McConkic's book is not :\pprovod as an authoritative book, and tb
12:30 0 it shiculd not be rcpnhl:i::hcd, cven if.the errors (some 1, 067 of them) are
l' icorrvected. ™ _
——!;ﬂﬁ- . _ ! Drother Smith agrced with thiz suggestion to report to the Twelve, and
. . erhat is the best thing to do.
i "'F 1.]l..! Ithan said that Brother McConkic is advocnunq hy l( tter some of the

‘prmcrplef‘ as prmud M hxs book in answer ta latters he reccives. Droth
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Copies may be made only by perr

the Chureh Aschivist, Litez ooy Frovarty .
» _ b e i —————e e teserved by the H'yiepleel D.-,:-alg',-.p. T
00 b e, e . v o oh den Cheitt of LebierDay Saiaty,
7'19 .. |.. [tcontinucd--) Smith said, "I will speak to him about that, v | than mecntioned
£:00 —_L_ | that hc is also spc:\kin‘g on these subjects, and Brother Smith said, "I will
T speak_to him about th;t also.™ R
8:30 - I also said that the First Presidency had decided that General Authoritics
of the Church should not publish books without submitting them to some _ _
.| .. | member of the General Authorities, and President Smith agreed to this as
500 |_.[ | _[being wise._ N I ' e e
Tl [3:30t0 400 p. m. Dictation to Claze. R
3:30 — ; — - : -.._..;.- co——- —— — - —— - rmn e o o o
4:00 p. m. Rulon__'_I‘_i_nﬁey_._cgmg‘i_r_x__g___I__hgn_ded ‘him_some bills and checks.__
woo I | 1 F430p m. Left forhome. _ .
215 N
o [ - - .
)45 | _ . _ e e e i
— e e -- e et i e it ne e e e e e em
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iol Nawes of Persens gad Orgaalzelions I 'ﬁ\m AM z% lqao Cter. g’:’l ‘s" n::' Tb. (:!w,,.e

4a. m. - - Arose. Sistcr McKay .. ~rose early and prcpa.rcd my
breakfast. :

[P - . Cit e s mmaseress eia s eecemsremes 4 e - cimee s tm s sereew

8 15 a.m. -.z‘*..x:rwcd t the office

8:30 to 9 a.m. Brucc R.McConkic's Book . -

Was cngaged in the meeting of the First Presxdency 1 rcportcd .
to my counselors that I had talked with President Joseph Fielding ..
~Smith about the decxsion that the book "Mormon Doctrine!_ should not
be republished and about handling the matter to avoid undermining _

| Brother McConkie's i'nﬂuence.. President Smith agreed that the book _
|_should not be regublxshed and said that he would talk. with Brother ______
__MqCp_pbe.. _It was decxded that the First Presidency should inform

Brother ! McConkxc belfore he learns of our decision {rom some other

source, so Brother McConkle was asked to come into our meetmg

this mornmg =

When he a.rr1ved. 1 m.formed h1m of the des1re of the Flrst P‘resx-

PN

aency with Teference :to his book not being republished, to which he

5greed “The recommendatlon was also made that he' answer mqulnes
on the sub_;ect with care . Brother McConkle said, "1 am amenable

“to whatever you Brethren want. I will do exactly what you want. I

will be as discreet. and as w1se _as I can." In answerma letters e said _

that l;e_ would express no views contrary to views which the First
Presxdency ha.s expressed. He said that he would conform in every

respect. "

Many ¢ other matters of importance were con51dered at our meetxna o
| this morning, and then we dismissed to attend the Council meeting
_in the temple. ) o -
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:Was engaged in the mectmg ¢ the Fir." Precidency and Councxl of_____,. ——

s ——————ee? we e sw - Tt = e

the Twelve in the Salt Lake Temple. . e i
At Council meet;nd I rcportcd to the Br hrcn our dccx..:on rcgardmg
. Elder Bruce R. McConkxe s book "Mormon Doctrine, " statit:g that

‘a

A it had caused cons1de}'able cornment throughout the Church, and that

it has been a source qf concern to the Brethren ever since it was
published. I said that;this book had not been presented to anyone
for consideration or approval until afier its publication, I further

o
. % said that the First Precsidency have given it very carcful consideration,
i

as undoubtedly have some of the Brethren of the Twelve also, and
that the Firat Presidency now reconunend th:t the book be not republished;

that it Le not repub!l i..'lu., even in a correvicd form, even though Brother
§ McConkic mentions i: 1 the book that he thkes all responsil: 'x-) for i
and that it be not rcco"m.ed ac an autboritative book.

I said further that llhc question han arssen as to whether a public
! corrcction slould be inade and an addenduin given emphasizing the

o pcu*s whreh arg uﬂudw(y presented or misguoted oy ,,,c,,,nde bui‘
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';2,0 ) ; 1t 1s felt that that would not be wise beczmse Brother McCoukxe '
:00 is one of the General Authorities, and it might lessen his influence. ._.. ..
T The Exrst Presxdenc) recoramznd that the situation be left as it is, and
30 B whenever a question about it arises, we can answery that it is unauthori-
: tative; that it was i 1ssued by Brother McConkie on h.xs own responsi-___ _ _ _
VT b111t.y‘,_{rsa he must answer for it. e L
00 1 I "1Ireported that the Fxrst Presidency had talked with Brother McConkie ..
this morning, and he ~aid he will do whatever the Brethren want him _____ -
. to do. He w111 not attempt to republish the book, nor to say anyth.mg ———
130 'by letter and 1f he answers letters or inquiries that he will answer .. -
them in accordance with the suggestious made by the Brethren, and _._
not advocate those th.mgs concerning which guestion has _been, raxsed e e
100 a8 contained in the bdok.
: "The Brothren unam!mously agproved of this.
115 1 then said t);gt the First Presxdency further recommend_that when - __
any member of the Get_neral Authorities desires to write ﬂ'book that the
Brethren “of the Twelve or the First Pre51dency be consulted regardmg
2:30 “it7” While the author reed not get the approva.l of these Brethren, e
‘they should know befo're it is pubhshed that a member of the General
Y Authorities wants fo pubhsh a book. 1 said it may seem all right for the _
0:45 wnter of the boox.'to say, "I 9___\[ a.m responsxble for it," but I said = _ -
o liyou cannot separate your position from your individuzlity, and we should ]
T [ike the avthors'to preseut their books to the Twelve o: a Committee .
1:00 - appomted " I asked the Brethren of the Twelve to conves this informa-
- tion to the other General Authorities. On motion, this became the _ .
7 , consensus of the Cour.xcxl o
1:15 EA R L
11777 3 P. rn. - Returned to the oﬁxce ' L e
T l
1:30 3t0'3:50 p.m. - Dictation to Clare __—_ ............. o e
. o 3:30?5—5‘;_:;—": Read and signed letters,.  Also went over severaL_, ——
1:45 _ I lctters which needed my attention before answering. .2 ... ... ..ol
- o 5:10 p.m. - Left for home. T - i
12:00 - A
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